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Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

TUESDAY, 24 September

Thematic focus of the day: The cathedral and the city

09:30 - 11:30 Meeting - executive committee Dombar

11:30 - 12:15 Press conference Domcenter  / Dombar

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch break - executive committee Restaurant PAUL’S

                                       Change of location - 20 min distance (by foot / public transport)

14:00 - 16:00 Arrival & registration of participants Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

16:00 - 16:20
Annette Loeffel, Johann Hintermaier and 
Michael Hager:
Opening of the conference

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

16:30 - 17:00 Talk* - Maria Altrichter:
On the history of the city Linz

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

17:00 - 17:30
Talk* - Anna Minta:
Architectural landmark and social warning sign: 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Linz and the Neo-Gothic

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

17:30 - 18:00
Talk* - Clemens Pichler:
The organizational structure at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral Linz

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

18:00 - 18:30
Talk* - Albert Distelrath and Michael Hager:
Architect Vincenz Statz and his construction work 
on the cathedral of Linz and Cologne

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

                                       Change of location - 20 min distance (by foot / public transport)

19:00 - 19:30 Reception Domcenter

19:30 - 20:00
Music and Word at St. Mary’s Cathedral with 
organ improvisation from cathedral organist 
Wolfgang Kreuzhuber & organist Gerhard Raab

St. Mary’s Cathedral

20:00 - 22:00 Welcome evening Domcenter

*Duration of talks: 20min + Q&A



Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

WEDNESDAY, 25 September

Thematic focus of the day: Craftmanship and digitalization

09:00 - 09:05 Michael Hager:
Welcome words

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

09:05 - 09:30 Talk* - Petra Weiss:
Positions on monument preservation in Austria

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

09:30 - 10:00
Talk* - Johann Nimmrichter:
Stone restauration strategies at significant 
church buildings in Austria

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

10:00 - 10:30 Talk* - Gerhard Fraundorfer:
The stones of the cathedral

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

11:00 - 11:30 Presentation* in the Deep Space:
3D point cloud of St. Mary’s Cathedral Linz

Ars Electronica Center - 
Deep Space

11:30 - 12:00 Talk* in the Deep Space - Christina Wais-Wolf:
The windows of St. Mary’s Cathedral Linz

Ars Electronica Center - 
Deep Space

12:00 - 13:45 Lunch break

13:45 - 14:00 Group photo Cathedral square

14:00 - 14:45 Guided cathedral tours St. Mary’s Cathedral

15:00 - 15:45 Guided cathedral tours St. Mary’s Cathedral

16:00 - 16:45 Guided cathedral tours St. Mary’s Cathedral

17:00 - 17:45 Guided cathedral tours St. Mary’s Cathedral

19:00 - 22:00 Official reception Landhaus

*Duration of talks/presentation: 20min + Q&A



Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

THURSDAY, 26 September

Thematic focus of the day: Digitalization, conservation and cultural mediation

08:00 - 08:30 Ecumenical service St. Mary‘s Cathedral

                                       Change of location - 20 min distance (by foot / public transport)

09:00 - 09:05 Michael Hager:
Welcome words

Ars Electronica Center -
Deep Space

09:05 - 09:30
Presentation* in the Deep Space - St. Mittlböck:
Digitalization of the Osterrieder crib at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral

Ars Electronica Center -
Deep Space

09:30 - 10:00 Presentation/talk* in the Deep Space Ars Electronica Center -
Deep Space

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee break Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

10:30 - 11:00
Talk* - Ewald Volgger:
The original spatial concept of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral and the recent liturgical redesign

Ars Electronica Center - 
Sky Loft

11:00 - 11:30

Talk* - Anna Minta and Martina Resch:
St. Mary’s Cathedral Linz as gender-specific 
place of discourse: Normative historical images 
and contemporary approaches

Ars Electronica Center - 
Sky Loft

11:30 - 12:00
Talk* - Clemens Bauder
The new cultural mediation and exhibition 
concept at St. Mary’s Cathedral Linz

Ars Electronica Center - 
Sky Loft

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch on site Ars Electronica Center - 
Restaurant Cubus

13:00 - 13:20 **Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

13:20 - 13:40 **Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

13:40 - 14:40 Round table of the cathedral workshops Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

14:45 - 17:15 Excursion:
Pöstlingberg Pöstlingberg (hill)

ab 17:15 /
19:00 - 22:00

Free time / Workshop evening for workshop 
masters and stonemasons Cathedral workshop

*Duration of talks/presentation: 20min + Q&A
**Duration workshop reports: 15min + Q&A



Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

FRIDAY, 27 September

Thematic focus of the day: Workshop reports

09:00 - 09:10 Michael Hager:
Welcome words

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

09:10 - 09:30 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

09:30 - 09:50 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

09:50 - 10:10 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

10:10 - 10:30 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

11:00 - 11:20 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

11:20 - 11:40 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

11:40 - 12:00 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch on site

13:30 - 13:50 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

13:50 - 14:10 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

14:10 - 14:30 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

14:30 - 14:50 *Workshop report from association members Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

15:00 - 15:30 Closing discussion and résumé,
Invitation to the 2025 conference

Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

15:30 - 17:30 General assembly Ars Electronica Center -
Sky Media Loft

19:00 - 24:00 Closing event:
Gala evening

Chamber of commerce 
Upper Austria

*Duration workshop reports: 15min + Q&A



Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

SATURDAY, 28 September

Thematic focus of the day: Exploring Upper Austria

08:15 Meeting point at the cathedral square Cathedral square

08:30 - 10:00 Bus trip to Bad Ischl, 
European Capital of Culture 2024 Linz > Bad Ischl

09:45 - 12:15 Cultural program Bad Ischl

12:15 - 13:30 Lunch break Bad Ischl

13:30 - 14:45 Return* to Linz by bus Bad Ischl > Linz

*Alternatively possibility of individual return to Linz by train. 
Suitable direct connections can be found in the information sheet
General information



Cathedral Master Builder‘s Conference Linz 2024

List of LECTURERS

MMag.a Maria ALTRICHTER Scientific archivist and deputy director of the city archive, 
Magistrate of Linz

Univ.-Ass. Mag. Arch. 
Clemens BAUDER

Architect, 
Studio Clemens Bauder

Dr.-Ing. Albert DISTELRATH Architect, 
Deputy cathedral master builder, Cathedral Cologne

Gerhard FRAUENDORFER Master stonemason and cathedral workshop master, 
Cathedral workshop St. Mary’s cathedral Linz

DI Michael HAGER Cathedral master builder, St. Mary’s cathedral Linz
Architect, Moser und Hager Architekten

Dr. Johann HINTERMAIER Episcopal vicar for education, art and culture,
Diocese Linz

Mag. Johann 
NIMMRICHTER

Head of the conservation and restauration department,
Federal monument office

Univ.-Ass.in Mag.ª theol. 
Martina RESCH

University assistent at the Institute of Fundamental Theology and 
Dogmatics, Private Catholic University of Linz

Dipl. Arch.in 
Annette LOEFFEL

President, International Cathedral Builder’s Association e.V.
Minster master builder, Minster Bern
Architect, Häberli Architekten AG

Univ.-Prof.in Dr.in phil. 
Anna MINTA

Professor of History and Theory of Architecture, 
Private Catholic University of Linz

Mag. Art. Stefan 
MITTLBÖCK-JUNGWIRTH-
FOHRINGER

Media artist, 
Atelier Mifo

Mag. Clemens PICHLER Cathedral master, St. Mary’s cathedral Linz
General Manager, Bishop Rudigier Foundation

Univ.-Prof. Dr. theol. 
Ewald VOLGGER OT

Institute director and professor of Liturgical Studies and 
Sacred Theology, Vice Rector, 
Private Catholic University of Linz

Mag. Dr. Christina 
WAIS-WOLF, MAS

Art historian and stained glass researcher, 
Austrian Academy of Sciences

Ing.in Mag.a Petra WEISS Specialist director, 
Austrian Federal Monuments Office


